
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LATE MOSHOOD KASHIMAWO OLAWALE (M.K.O.) 

ABIOLA (GCFR) 

Late Chief M.K.O. Abiola was a Nigerian Yoruba businessman, publisher and politician born on 

the 24
th

 day of August, 1937 in Abeokuta, Ogun State. He was his father’s twenty-third child.  

He attended African Central School, Abeokuta for his primary education and Baptist Boys High 

School for his secondary education.  

In 1960, he obtained a government scholarship to study at the University of Glasgow, where he 

later earned a degree in accountancy and qualified as a chartered accountant.  He later became a 

fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountant of Nigeria (ICAN). 

 

BUSINESSES 

Late M.K.O. Abiola invested heavily in Nigeria and West Africa. He set up Abiola Farms, 

Abiola Bookshops, Radio Communications Nigeria, Wonder Bakeries, Concord Press, Concord 

Airlines, Summit Oil International ltd, Habib Bank, Abiola Football Club and our very own 

Abiola International School. 

 

 



 

 

ABIOLA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

Abiola International School was founded on 11
th

 January, 1993.  

It is a Nursery/Primary school founded by M.K.O. Abiola to offer quality and affordable 

education; a legacy we have remained committed to.  

Vision: To give quality education to all Nigerian children irrespective of class or ethnicity 

at little or no cost. 

 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Late Moshood Abiola contested for the June 12, 1993 presidential elections. The election was 

declared Nigeria’s freest and fairest presidential election by national and international observers.  

However, the election was annulled by General Ibrahim Babangida, causing a political crisis 

which led to General Sani Abacha seizing power later that year.  

 

IMPRISONMENT 

In 1994, Moshood Abiola declared himself the lawful president of Nigeria. After his declaration 

as president, he was declared wanted and was accused of treason and arrested under the orders of 

military president, General Sani Abacha, who sent 200 police vehicles to bring Abiola into 

custody.  

His second wife Alhaja Kudirat Abiola was assassinated in Lagos in 1996 after declaring public 

support for her husband. Moshood Abiola was detained for four years, largely in solitary 

confinement with a Bible, Quran, and fourteen guards as companions. 



 

 

 

 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 

Moshood Abiola was twice voted international businessman of the year and received numerous 

honorary doctorates from universities all over the world. 

In Nigeria, he was the Aare Ona Kakanfo of Yorubaland, the highest chieftaincy title available to 

commoners amongst the Yoruba.  He was posthumously awarded the third highest honour, the 

Commander of the Federal Republic in 1998.  

He was also awarded the highest national honour, the Grand Commander of the Federal 

Republic- GCFR on 6
th

 June, 2018. 

 

JUNE 12 – NEW DEMOCRACY DAY 

Until June 6, 2018, Democracy day was held annually on May 29. Democracy Day marks the 

day the military handed over power to an elected civilian government in 1999. 

On June 6, 2018, President Muhammadu Buhari declared June 12 as the new Democracy Day. 

This was done to commemorate the democratic election of M.K.O. Abiola on June 12, 1993, in 

what has been adjudged to be Nigeria’s freest and fairest elections.  

 

PHILANTHROPIC NATURE 

M.K.O. Abiola sprang to national and international prominence as a result of his philanthropic 

activities.  

From 1972 until his death, Moshood Abiola had been conferred with 197 traditional titles by 68 

different communities in Nigeria, in response to his provision of financial assistance in the 

construction of 63 secondary schools, 121 mosques and churches, 41 libraries and 24 water 

projects in 24 states of Nigeria.  

 

PERSONAL LIFE AND DEATH 

M.K.O. Abiola married many wives; notable among them are Simibiat Atinuke, Kudirat 

Olayinka, Adebisi Olawunmi, Doyinsola, Modupe Onitiri and Remi Abiola. Late M.K.O. Abiola 

fathered many children. 

He died on the 7
th

 day of July, 1998 in Abuja. He was aged 60 years.  


